BISMARCK

context in which he expressed this opinion and its fre-
quent sharply accentuated repetition in the mouth of my
friend and colleague, had the effect of reproaching me for
my lack of similar qualities, and conveyed a hint that
Arnim would manage our domestic policy in a more spirited
and Conservative manner if he were in my place. The
conversation in which this theme of Arnim1's Junker ten-
dencies was developed in detail, gave me the impression
that even my old friend Roon, under the influence of the
conventicle meeting at his house, felt his confidence in
my policy somewhat shaken.

To these circles belonged also Colonel von Caprivi, at
that time chief of a department in the War Ministry. I
will not determine to which of the categories of my oppo-
nents enumerated on pp. 159, 160 he belonged at that time.
I am only acquainted with his personal relations to the staff
of the 'Reichsglocke/ e.g. Geheimrath von Lebbin, an offi-
cial in the Ministry of the Interior, who also exercised
in his department an influence hostile to me. Field-
Marshal von Manteuffel told me that Caprivi had tried to
strain his (Manteuffel's) influence with the Emperor
against me, indicating as a ground of complaint and
source of danger my 'hostility to the army.' * It is ex-
traordinary that Caprivi did not remember in that con-
nexion how before, and at the time of my taking office in
1862, the army had been attacked, criticised, and curtailed
in step-motherly fashion by civilians, and how during my
office and under my guidance it had been raised from
its common-place garrison existence, and from 1864 to
1871 had passed by way of Duppel, Sadowa, and Sedan,

* Compare with this reproach the letter of the Emperor Frederick,
March 25, 1888, infra, p. 340.
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